6O                    SOUTHLATITUDE
they swung a " pram " over the side and we rowed ashore.
A " pram " is a shallow boat shaped rather like a saucer
which the Norwegians use for landing on steep and difficult
beaches. Since it is so shallow it just perches on the surface
of the water and is thus very easy to manoeuvre. That is
what the book says but I may remark, in parenthesis, that I
find a " pram " quite impossible to manoeuvre for directly I
take the oars, which I never do if I can help it for fear of
making an exhibition of myself, the boat spins round and
round in circles like a top. In actual fact it takes practice to
manage a ee pram " so that my failure to do so is not quite so
idiotic as it may appear. However, the young Norwegian
who rowed us ashore in the Bay of Isles had no difficulty and
the boat, weighed down with people, skimmed over the
water.
In the bows was the bo'sun, a huge shaggy man nearly
seven feet in height. He carried on his knees an old Mauser
rifle. There were four men in the " pram " besides the man
who was rowing, myself and the bo'sun and a small boy.
They carried sharp triangular sealing knives in wooden
sheaths. Two of them I recognized as the fat, rosy Argen-
tine blubber cutters from the " plan." They had been
sealing for twenty years and were the best seal skinners on
the island. They chattered to each other in Spanish and
laughed with their beady black eyes. They sat on the floor-
boards side by side and leaned back luxuriously against a
thwart as though they were in a Rolls-Royce, smoking
Argentine cigarettes, " Qy,arente-Tres" from which there
came to me on the wind a Continental smell, a smell of
CafiMBar. Then there were two Norwegians, one of whom
was, like David, ruddy and comely. On the way out from
Grytviken we had all stood in the engine-room hatchway of
the Dm Ernesto to get out of the way of the biting wind and
this young man had played a mandolin and sung, in a
beautiful baritone voice, a song about a lady called " Isa-
bella." What strange lives some of these young Norwegians